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children about how people might react to them; find store staG following or watching you; get stopped by the
police for no reason? The students of color in your classroom experience discrimination every day, in small and
large ways. They don t oHen see themselves represented in their textbooks, and encounter hostility in school,
and outside. For them race is a constant reality, and an issue they need, and want, to discuss. Failure to do so
can inhibit their academic performance. Failure to discuss race prevents White students from getting a real,
critical and deep understanding of our society and their place in it. It is essential for the well-being of all
students that they learn to have constructive conversations about the history of race in this country, the impact
of racism on diGerent ethnic communities, and how those communities and cultures contribute to society. The
need to model for our students how to talk openly and comfortably about race is critical in America today, but
it is still an issue that is diGicult to tackle.To overcome the common fear of discussing race, of saying something
wrong, this book brings together over thirty contributions by teachers and students of diGerent ethnicities and
races who oGer their experiences, ideas, and advice. With passion and sensitivity they: cover such topics as the
development of racial consciousness and identity in children; admit their failures and continuing struggles;
write about creating safe spaces and the climate that promotes...
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