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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****The U.S. government views Kenya as a strategic partner and anchor state in
East Africa, and as critical to counterterrorism efforts in the region. Kenya has repeatedly been a target of
terrorist attacks, and the concentration of potential international and domestic targets in Kenya remains a
serious concern. Its military plays a key role in regional operations against Al Shabaab in Somalia. Kenya ranks
among the top U.S. foreign aid recipients in the world, receiving nearly $1 billion annually in development,
humanitarian, and security assistance in recent years. The country hosts the largest U.S. diplomatic mission in
Africa. There is considerable uncertainty surrounding Kenya s upcoming elections on March 4. President Mwai
Kibaki is retiring after serving two terms, and a close race and crowded field of candidates appears likely to
force a presidential runoff in April. The international community is particularly concerned with the potential for
a repeat of the widespread violence, largely along ethnic lines, that followed Kenya s last elections in December
2007. That crisis tarnished Kenya s generally peaceful reputation and had a significant impact on its economy,
which is East Africa s largest and most diverse. The March elections are the first to be held under a new
constitution, and are its most complex yet, with voters casting six different ballots for presidential,
parliamentary, and local candidates. Domestic and foreign observers have expressed concerns with technical
challenges such as long queues and insufficient voter education; localized political violence; and allegations of
vote buying, voter intimidation, and threats against the judges responsible for resolving electoral disputes.
Rumors of bias and partisan activities by some top government officials persist, and questions regarding police
preparedness remain....
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