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Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, United States Senate, One Hundred First Congress, First
Session, on S. 561, to Provide for Testing for the Use, Without Lawful Authorization of Alcohol or Controlled
Substances by The Other examples show this is not an isolated problem: In 1986, an insurance industry study
found that 30 percent of some 300 truck drivers randomly sampled tested positive for drugs. Investigators
determined that a pilots cocaine use was a contributing factor in a January, 1988 crash of a commuter aircraE
in rural Colorado in which nine people died. In April, 1987, a bus struck a bridge on the George Washington
Parkway in Virginia, killing one and injuring 32 passengers. The driver tested positive for cocaine, Valium, and
marijuana. The grounding of the Exxon Valdez earlier this year in Prince William Sound, Alaska, in which the
captains history of alcohol use is at issue, rings vividly in our minds. Fortunately, our eJorts have borne some
fruit. Last year, the Department of Transportation issued rules mandating testing of safety-sensitive workers for
illegal drugs in the rail, motor carrier, aviation, maritime, pipeline, and mass transit industries. However,
enactment of legislation to mandate drug and alcohol testing for transportation workers remains my objective
and top priority. Very simply, the Dot rules do not go far enough, failing to include alcohol in industry testing
programs. Accident statistics prove alcohol abuse a threat to the safety of the American traveling public at least
as big - if not big bigger - than illegal drugs. For example, over a 7-year period, the Department of
Transportation found 10,300 individuals who had...
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