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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 127 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In the late autumn of 1768 in a beautiful but remote part of Highland
Scotland, a body is found in a ditch beside a field of stubble. It appears to be the victim of a serious assault. The
discovery is reported to the parish constable, who identifies the body as that of a man known locally only as the
soldier, a nobody, a hard drinking itinerant labourer living rough and surviving by doing odd jobs on local
crofts, in return for food and small amounts of money. However, the constable has long suspected the man to
be an absconding English soldier and therefore, as such this presents a significant problem. The constable
reports the matter to his superior the county sheriff and in turn, the sheriff notifies the military authorities, who
suspect the man to have been murdered. Sergeant Moss with his two assistants Corporal Stephen and Trooper
Carlisle is sent to confirm the victim s identity and verify the cause of death. He is instructed to find if possible
any evidence he can, to ascertain the circumstances surrounding the savage killing and any indication of who
the assailant could have been. When the body is examined by a local doctor, he confirms the cause of death
and reports to Moss that during the examination of the man s clothing, he has found within the pockets, a small
quantity of barley. He has no real explanation for its presence, since the barley harvest is long past and thus, is
unlikely to have come from the immediate vicinity of where the body was discovered. Nevertheless, he believes
the find could be relevant. The presence of the barley within the...
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