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What is the impact of changes in Perkins Ill on special populations and other groups and the programs that
serve them Have changes at the state level affected service delivery at the local level 5. What are the
characteristics of Tech-Prep programs Are the states visions for Tech-Prep reflected in local practice Approach
and Methods The research proceeded along two strands: case studies of implementation on a selected sample
of sites and a national probability survey of high school teachers. The case studies for the secondary school
study included seven states and a purposive sample of four districts and schools within each. The seven states -
California, Florida, Massachusetts, Michigan, North Carolina, Ohio and Texas - were purposely selected for
several reasons: each has a data system in place that provides accessible information about student
achievement; for at least the school level; each had sufficient vocational program offerings; and overall the
group balanced the need for geographic and demo-graphic diversity. Four school sites were randomly selected
from a pool within each state that had either high or low student achievement relative to other schools in the
state, after adjusting for the demographics of the students. The two high-achieving and low-achieving schools
in each state also had vocational education enrollment that exceeded the states median enrollment. As a whole,
the schools balanced the need for geographic diversity, levels of population concentration locale, and different
types of vocational schools. The selection of schools that varied by student achievement was intended to shed
light on the...
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