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least good. The vexation it caused helped to keep the subject
working in Wilton s mind. Certain it was, that after returning
from Monkscleugh and writing two or three letters, he took
advantage of a fine wintry afternoon to stroll leisurely to the
brae before mentioned, and beyond it, to the piece of border
ground between the Brosedale plantations and the road, where
he had held his horse for Ella Rivers to sketch; but all was silent
and deserted, so he returned to dress and drive over to D Castle.
It was a pleasant party, and Wilton was a most agreeable
addition. He felt at home and at ease with the Earl s kindly, well-
bred daughters; and perhaps they would have been a little
surprised, could they have read his thoughts, to find that he
classed them as unaffected gentlewomen almost equal to the...
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