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of English history are better known by name to their countrymen than Warren Hastings, but those who narrate
his career or criticize his policy have given little prominence to a vital side of his work. In 1765 Clive set up a
Dual system of administration in Bengal which rendered the next seven years the worst in the country s history.
In 1772 Warren Hastings became President and reorganized the government, now actually assumed for the first
time by the English. Attention has been so focused on his disputes with Philip Francis and the consequent trial
that his economic, civil, and judicial measures for relieving the distressed natives often escape notice. The aim
of this book has been to try to correct the balance by presenting an account of them in the words of the
Company s servants themselves, adding in the introductory chapters no more than was necessary to connect
the documents on one thread - for, like Hastings, | am little more than the compiler of other men s opinions. For
several reasons the period treated is confined to the two years 1772 to 1774. Hastings governed the three
Presidencies for eleven years after Lord North s Regulating Act, but he was Governor of Bengal for two years
before it, and it is in the civil administration set up during those two years that the foundations of our system in
India were laid. Hastings brought twenty-three years of Indian experience to the work: for those two years his
hands were free; he planned, organized, and executed his own policy unhindered; it is by the action he then...
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