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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: .chemical and biological sides. As members of this Association, we are
constantly in need of advice as to the quality of a water. To have an analysis made is often a matter of
considerable deliberation, expense and delay. For full information a complete sanitary analysis is necessary,
but there are often times when one would like to have a rough, quickly-learned idea as to the presence or
absence of contamination. These rough qualitative tests have been more or less popular from the earliest
times. Historically, there are numerous references. The points in question are the utility of any such preliminary
testing and the present-day understanding permitting a more reliable interpretation of the tests. The same is
true in rapid rough tests as in all sanitary water analysis: We desire to quickly ascertain the presence of specific
disease microorganisms as a basis for an opinion. To enumerate and pass upon all the schemes proposed is
impossible here. We can only treat of them in general groups. (a) Evidence of decomppsition. The breaking-
down of a water at body temperature is extensively used in connection with sewage examination and is only
good when a water is grossly polluted. Here may also be recalled the enrichment methods by which the
contained bacteria are made to increase in numbers and then give evidence of decomposition, either in
changes in color or by developing an odor. The restraint of saprophytes is sometimes accomplished by the
addition of small amounts of carbolic acid...
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