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indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .India, with all its tenderness and sweetness, its endurance and devotion.
The one picture without the other were incomplete; and we should know but little of the ancient Hindus if we did
not comprehend their inner life and faith as well as their political life and their warlike virtues. The two together
give us a true and graphic picture of ancient Indian life and civilisation; and no nation on earth has preserved a
more faithful picture of its glorious past. In condensing the Ramayana with its more than 24,00x3 Sanscrit
couplets into 2000 English couplets | have followed the same plan which was adopted in my translation of the
Maha-bharata. | have selected those sections or cantos which tell the leading incidents of the Epic, and have
translated the whole or main portions of them, and these selected passages are linked together by short notes.
The plan, as was explained before, has this advantage, that the story is told not by the translator in his own
way, but by the poet himself; the passages placed before the reader are not the translator s abridgment of a
long poem, but selected passages from the poem itself. It is the ancient poet of India, and not the translator,
who narrates the old story; but he narrates only such portions of it as describe the leading incidents. We are
told that the sons of Rama recited the whole poem of 24,000 verses, divided into 500 cantos or sections, in...
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