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whereas, in the judgment of this General Assembly, that part of the resolution, which declares that every
petition, memorial, resolution, proposition or paper, touching or relating, in any way or to any extent whatever,
to slavery as aforesaid, or to the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation thereof, without any further action
thereon, be laid on the table, without being printed, debated, or referred, is unsound in principle, a dangerous
invasion of the right of the people to petition Congress, and in violation of the true intent and meaning of the
Constitution of the United States. Therefore, resolved, That the General Assembly do hereby, in the name of the
people of this State, protest against said resolutions, and declare that in their opinion, they ought to be
rescinded. Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested to cause a copy of these resolutions, to be
transmitted to the members of the United States House of Representatives from this State, to be by them laid
before that body. All which is respectfully submitted by James F. Simmons, For the Committee. Report of the
Minority of the same Committee. The undersigned, one of the Committee to whom the foregoing resolutions
were referred, begs leave to report, that as he differs in opinion from the other members of the Committee, he
has felt it to be his duty to himself and to his constituents to give to the subject all the attention which his other
engagements would permit. By the resolutions submitted by Mr.Wells, from Hopkinton, the resolutions of the
national House of Representatives of the 12th...
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