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illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: . . . ii, are identical with four out of the five primary vowels Italian. ) The above regular
sounds, consisting of the five long and five short vowels, are subject to several variations, according to their
position in different words and their relation to certain consonants. Their other sounds are as follows:
VARIATIONS OF A a. (long ltalian) as in aft, father, farm, harm a (short Italian) as in the sound ah, in past, last,
fast, grasp. a asin all, fall, wall, small a what, want, wallow, watch a. air, fair, dare, snare VARIATIONS OF E e as
in erf, her, herd, merge, verge e ere, there e prey VARIATIONS IN | i as in machine, magazine, intrigue T sir, bird,
gird, fir VARIATIONS IN O 6 as in nor, or, for o do, who, womb, canoe, wolf 6 son, some, monkey, cassock do
food, soon, bloom, gloom, room 66 good, foot, wood, book, took, cook VARIATIONS IN U (long Italian), u as in
rule, rwde, rain, rwby, rvmof u fwll, bwll, pwsh, pwt, pwll, bwtcher u wfge, swff, swfge, swfly, swrprise These
numerous differentiations in the sound of each vowel render our language confusing enough without the
added inconsistency of words that are pronounced the same, but written in a variety of different ways, as, for
instance, as, far, saw, hare, hair, --and per contrast, place, chaise, eight, gay, whey, great. How foreigners ever
learn to speak English correctly is a puzzle! Itis, in fact,...
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