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Its First Chemical Lecturer; President and Professor of Anatomy and Surgery of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons Of When my father, Lyman Dyer Spalding, was a boy of eleven (1821) his father, Dr. Lyman Spalding,
died, leaving to his widow, Elizabeth Coues Spalding, all of his papers. When she died in 1838, they were laid
aside by his eldest daughter. Miss Elizabeth Parkhurst Spalding, and aIer her death they fell into the hands of
Pay Director Joseph Foster U.S.N., Rear Admiral Retired, a son of Mrs. Adelaide Spalding Foster, the last
surviving child of Dr. Spalding. Eight years ago he gave me these ancient documents to look over, and, on
unfolding them, I found a treasure for illuminating American Medical History in the form of letters to my
Grandfather from the leading physicians of his time. I now propose to print a selection from these papers in
order to show what part Dr. Spalding took in the advancement of American medicine. Much to my regret, none
of his own letters have been discovered, but I have before me a few copies of those which were probably sent to
various friends. Interweaving these, with anecdotes of their writers and of the chief personages named therein, I
propose to recall to memory the career of a distinguished man in medicine. An occasional abruptness in the
narrative depends upon my inability to discover aIer so long a lapse of time the missing links of the story, or
upon the interruptions of medical...
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