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Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.4in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1902 Excerpt: ... THE OLD CUSTOM HOUSE AT MONTEREY. There is no historic building in the United
States around which cluster memories of incidents of the past more interesting than this homely pile of
whitwashed dried mud or adobe, now in a state of rapid decay for the want of proper care and protection. It
was erected by the Spanish Government in the early part of the last century and served for all government
purposes, executive, administrative, legislative, judicial aud military. Upon the successful revolution for Mexican
Independence, in 1820-3, was turned over to the representatives of the Mexican Government who at once
occupied it. Beneath its tiled roof the Junta or Departmental Legislature met and made local laws like a Board
of Supervisors. Here the Collector of Customs gathered in both imported goods aud revenue, enforcing the
provisions of a tariff amounting usually to not less than half their value nearly equivalent to a confiscation of
the whole; hence smuggling was considered by the merchant as no crime, if he was not caught at it, while a
greased palm, with yellow eye salve had a wonderful effect in reducing the revenue which the Central
Government of Mexico expected but scarcely ever received. Here the Governors revolved in office and issued
their orders while undisturbed or able to enforce them. Here the espedientes or land grants were made and
issued, both genuine and fraudulent, which took the U. S. Land Commission years afterward to decide upon,
impoverishing...
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