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with these are the meditations of the great diarists and essayists of past centuries - Johnson, Boswell, Macaulay,
Ruskin and Montaigne - writing in letters, journals and lectures on the vital importance of 'bright books' to the
intellectual life of the nation. Can books corrupt? How do badly written books help the serious reader? How rife
is plagiarism? Does reading excessively damage your eyesight? Which is the best-loved library? These questions
and many more are vigorously discussed in this essential anthology for bibliophiles.
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