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SECT. VI.--Condition of the Greek Population under the Dukes of
Athens. Chronicles and official documents replace in some
degree the want of a Thucydides or a Xenophon, and enable us
to reconstruct at least an outline of the political history of
mediaeval Athens. But the blank left by the want of an
Aristophanes is irreparable, and we are unfortunately
completely ignorant of the condition of those whom Shakspeare
calls-- The rude mechanicals, That worked for bread upon
Athenian stalls. Still, in order to mark the peculiarities of the
period that witnessed the almost total extinction of rural slavery,
it is necessary to pass in review the few facts that are recorded
concerning the condition of the labouring classes during the
Frank domination in Attica. There is no doubt that the conquest
of the Byzantine empire by the Latins, and the division of the...
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