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USING DNA TO SOLVE COLD CASES

Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.DNA has proven to be a powerful tool in the fight against crime. DNA
evidence can identify suspects, convict the guilty, and exonerate the innocent. Throughout the Nation, criminal
justice professionals are discovering that advancements in DNA technology are breathing new life into old, cold,
or unsolved criminal cases. Evidence that was previously unsuitable for DNA testing because a biological
sample was too small or degraded may now yield a DNA profile. Development of the Combined DNA Index
System (CODIS) at the State and national levels enables law enforcement to aid investigations by eCectively and
eCiciently identifying suspects and linking serial crimes to each other. The National Commission on the Future
of DNA Evidence made clear, however, that we must dedicate more resources to empower law enforcement to
use this technology quickly and eCectively. Using DNA to Solve Cold Cases is intended for use by law
enforcement and other criminal justice professionals who have the responsibility for reviewing and
investigating unsolved cases. This report will provide basic information to assist agencies in the complex
process of case review with a specific emphasis on using DNA evidence to solve previously unsolvable crimes.
Although DNA is not the only forensic tool that can be valuable to unsolved case investigations, advancements
in DNA technology and the success of DNA database systems have inspired law enforcement agencies
throughout the country to reevaluate cold cases for DNA evidence. As law enforcement professionals progress
through investigations, however, they should keep in mind the array of other technology advancements, such
as improved ballistics and fingerprint databases, which may substantially advance a case beyond its original
level.
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