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Wiley-Blackwell, 2003. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Servicel Summary: Review from Times Higher Education Supplement, February 2004 -Alan Bilsborough,
University of Durham Human evolutionary studies now encompasses such wide-ranging subject matter that
accounts confined to simple narrations of the fossil record no longer suffice, while the pace of discovery creates
a continuing demand for clear, balanced introductions to the subject. This book's authors - an expert science
communicator and a researcher who has had a major influence in broadening theoretical perspectives on
human evolution - form a dream team to guide us through the subject's complexities. This much-expanded
second edition of an established text differs from its predecessor and virtually every other treatment in its range
and its emphasis on principles, whether of evolutionary theory, phylogenetics, behaviour, ecology or
comparative frameworks. Whereas most accounts condense such fundamentals into an abbreviated
introduction before homing in on the hominid fossil record, this book dedicates some 200 pages, or about 40
per cent of the text, to the subject. The approach is to view human evolution as exemplifying general
evolutionary forces and processes that impact on hominids as on other species, not to treat human evolution
as a one-off case for which issues of evolutionary dynamics, adaptation, ecology and so on have little, if any,
relevance. The book is impressively broad in scope, well organised and clearly written. Key issues are flagged
up, with questions alongside the text to serve as prompts. Alternative interpretations are accurately
summarised, with a balanced commentary and sufficient facts to indicate each argument's basics without
overloading detail. Each chapter ends with a "Beyond the facts" box summarising a current issue and its
underlying concepts to stimulate further thought. There are reasonable illustrations of important fossil
specimens and excellent diagrams that greatly...
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