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community. Year after year went by in a manner which, to many persons, would have seemed monotonous;
but each successive day found him engaged in his various duties, with large responsibilities resting upon him;
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privilege than to participate in the affections of his kindred, and to enjoy that intellectual communion which he
ever found in books. His father, Samuel Sprague, was a mechanic, intelligent, laborious, and patriotic, of the
same type with Paul Revere and others of that day, - a class of men universally honored for their integrity,
sound sense, and public spirit. As a lad he helped throw the British tea into the harbor; as a man he shouldered
his musket and fought for the liberties of his country; and, in an after day, with the same skilful hands he helped
build the State House, in which our legislative bodies still meet. His son Charles, until his thirteenth year,
attended our public schools, having been a student at the Franklin School, at that time in Nassau Street, on the
site now occupied by the Brimmer School. His teachers were Dr. Bullard and Mr. Lemuel Shaw, since so widely
known as Chief Justice of the Massachusetts Supreme Court. The opportunities thus granted were the utmost he
enjoyed, save that which life and...
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