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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 34 pages. LC
Number: KF27 . 154984 2005j OCLC Number: (OCoLC)68105350 Subject: Arab-Israeli conflict -- 1993- -- Peace.
Excerpt: . .. 11 The prepared statement of Mr. Welch follows: REPARED TATEMENT OF THE ONORABLE AVID
ELCH SSISTANT ECRETARYPSHC.DW,AS,BNEA, U.S. D S UREAU OF EAR ASTERN FFAIRS EPARTMENT OF
TATE Thank you, Madame Chairwoman. Im pleased to have the opportunity to address the committee today. |
have just returned from New York, where | attended the Presidents meeting with Prime Minister Sharon last
week and the Secretarys meeting with her Quartet counterparts just yesterday. This hearing is timely, for it
allows us the opportunity to get your advice and views and also affords us an op-portunity to discuss our policy
approach. It has been an eventful month in the region. We have seen a truly historic event unfold in Israels
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. Prime Minister Sharon deserves credit for his steadfast courage in bringing the
process to a successful conclusion. The conduct of the Israeli Defense Force and police was remarkable, and the
Pales-tinian Authority cooperated by providing the IDF the space needed to complete its task. We have worked
extensively with the parties, their neighbors in the region, and the international community during the run-up
to disengagement. Secretary Rice made her third trip to the region in July, and | have traveled to the region
numerous times as well. President Bush raised the issue extensively in his meetings during the UN General
Assembly. And we continue to coordinate closely with our Quartet partners, as evidenced by yesterdays
successful meeting, which produced international recognition of Israels withdrawal and the moment of
opportunity that...
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