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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1898 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XV. CONCLUSION. The history of the Medieval
Empire has, as we have seen, been fertile in contrasts. By a strange freak of fortune the title and tradition of the
Caesars passes to the latest barbarian arrival within the circle of the civilized nations of the west. The Saxon
king of a rude race of peasants is required to conserve and to appreciate a conception of government moulded
by the genius of the Latin races in a climate of Roman law and Roman religion, and saturated with the spirit of
Roman autocracy, that last and most refined distillation of the aristocratic pride of a great city. A barbarian,
living in a condition of affable equality with his fellowtribesmen, is asked to posture as the descendant of
Augustus, the masterful and subtle, as the co-equal of those Greek rulers, for whose elaborate court
Constantine Porphyrogenitus wrote his massive and curious book upon ceremonies. Yet the difference between
the courts of Constantinople and Tribur was as great as that between the court of Versailles, as it was known to
the Due de Luynes, and the highland home of Fergus M lvor, as Sir Walter Scott describes it in Waverley; and the
idea of the Roman Empire, as it was printed upon the Saxon brain of the tenth century, no more reflects the
ancient classical conception than the Venus Vol. n. s of Botticelli in the Uffizi Gallery renders the spirit of ancient
Hellenic art. By...
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