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ungoverable flood soon become a sea of waters. I put on my clothes, quickly ate my breakfast, and prepared
for my day s work. I went down to Gottlieb; he looked perfectly well. I sent over to Rothberg, to ask Cousin
Martin, the host, to lend me a carriage, for though the path through the valley was choked up with fallen trees,
the way by Rothberg was quite clear, there being none but beeches growing in that neighbourhood; and the
tough, elastic boughs of those trees, although borne down to the earth, like others, by the weight of the ice
clinging to them, had, on losing their burden, sprung up again, without breaking. I could not send Thomas to
Eidun to fetch the chestnut, because the ice was no longer hard enough to bear him, and he must have sunk
deep into the watery mass of snow in the attempt. He said he should try towards mid-day to make his way over
the fallen trunks in the valley. A messenger had been sent to me very early from the Rothberg houses, to bring
news of a patient I had there, and he it was who assured me that through the Haidgraben, and along the
beechen slope, past Rothberg, the path was entirely clear. Whilst I was waiting for Cousin Martin s conveyance, I
examined the icy crust of the snow. It was not yet broken, but in many places near my house...
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