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Japanese American Ethnicity:
The Persistence of Community

By Stephen S. Fugita

University of Washington Press. Paperback. Book Condition:
New. Paperback. 224 pages. Dimensions: 8.8in. x 6.0in. x
0.6in.Why do some groups retain their ethnicity as they become
assimilated into mainstream American life while others do not
This study employs both historical sources and contemporary
survey data to explain the seeming paradox of why Japanese
Americans have maintained high levels of ethnic community
involvement while becoming structurally assimilated. Most
traditional approaches to the study of ethnicity in the United
States are based on the European immigrant experience and
conclude that a zero-sum relationship exists between
assimilation and retention of ethnicity: community solidarity
weakens as structural assimilation grows stronger. Japanese
Americans, however, like American Jews, do not fit this pattern.
The basic thesis of this book is that the maintenance of ethnic
community solidarity, the process of assimilation, and the
reactions of an ethnic group to outside forces must be
understood in light of the internal social organization of the
ethnic group, which can be traced to core cultural orientations
that predate immigration. Though frequently excluded from
mainstream economic opportunities, Japanese Americans were
able to form quasi-kin relationships of trust, upon which
enduring group economic relations could be based. The
resultant ethnic economy...
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Reviews

Absolutely essential read publication. it absolutely was writtern very completely and valuable. It is extremely di<icult to
leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Sa r a i Lebsa ck     

Thorough guide for book enthusiasts. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Your lifestyle span
will be transform when you total reading this article book.
-- Lindsey La r son   
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