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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: .I am mightily concerned with watching, and, in my humble way,
encouraging the process by which the nation makes progress, and by which it secures to itself the benefits of
civilization. He believes that the best aid to this result is co-operative production. Doubtless, this is true; but the
important question now to solve, is how to co-operate. England, with upwards of 1,200 societies and 400,000
members, with all the favorable conditions heretofore mentioned, together with the aid and counsel of the
ablest and wealthiest of her citizens, including Gladstone, John Bright, the Bishop of Manchester, and a host of
others, with all these influences, she has but learned the primary lesson of co-operation, --the conducting of a
store on joint-stock principles, with the additional element of a bonus to purchasers, and a per ceut of tho
profits to educational purposes. Yet with all of these favorable conditions, and after sixtyfour years of agitation
and experiment, Walter Morrison was forced to confess, and the secretary of the central board of the co-
operative congress confirmed the statement, that the proportion of failures was as one in three. How then can
the heterogeneous masses of our manufacturing and commercial cities be led to co-operate? Says Robert Kyle,
at the same congress, We need not be surprised if the twentieth century should dawn upon us before productive
co-operation be established on a large scale in the great heart of society. In Leeds, the education fund had been
used for...
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