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The prudent advice which Horace has given to authors, Nonumque prematur in annum, has been literally
followed by me with respect to this book, although | cannot take the credit of having adopted it intentionally. It
is now nine years since the Text of this volume was printed. Other more pressing occupations have hindered me
from publishing it before the present time. In the Preface to The Antient Syriac Version of the Epistles of St.
Ignatius, which appeared in 1845, | made known my intention of editing the celebrated Dialogue of Bardesan on
Fate which | had found; and as early as the year 1846 | communicated an English translation of the Oration of
Meliton to the late venerable Dr. Routh, President of Magdalene College, Oxford. At that time he had just
completed the first volume of Reliquiae Sacrae, in which he had collected all that was then known to remain of
the genuine writings of the antient Bishop of Sardis. In the same year, when my Vindiciae Ignatianae appeared,
| announced that the present volume was in the press, and early in 1847 the whole of the Syriac part was
printed. In 1852 M. Ernest Renan, a young orientalist, from whose zeal and diligence we may hope for much
hereafter, in a Letter addressed to M. Reinaud, inserted in the Journal Asiatique an account of some Syriac
Manuscripts which he had seen in the British Museum the year before, and amongst the rest, a notice of thatin
which are found the treatises...
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