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illustrated. 1853 edition. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER XXX. UNION OF SERIOUS PIETY WITH HABITUAL CHEERFULNESS.
It is a mistake often made by young people, to associate religion with a downcast look, a sad countenance, and
an aching heart. Perhaps the mistakes of some good people, in putting on a grave and severe aspect,
approaching even to moroseness, may have given some occasion for this sentiment. | do not know, indeed, how
prevalent the sentiment is among the young. | can hardly think it is common with those who are religiously
educated. As for myself, | well remember that, in my childhood, | thought true Christians must be the happiest
people in the world. There is no doubt, however, that many pleasure-loving young people do look upon religion
with that peculiar kind of dread which they feel of the presence of a grave, severe maiden aunt, which would
spoil all their pleasure. And, | do not deny, that there are certain kinds of pleasure which religion spoils; but then
it first removes the taste and desire for them, after which the spoliation is nothing to be lamented. It is true,
also, that there are some things in religion which are painful. Repentance for sin is a painful exercise; self-denial
is painful; the resistance of temptation is sometimes trying; and the subduing of evil dispositions is a difficult
work. But, to endure whatever of suffering there is in these things, is a saving in the end. It is less painful than
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