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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** .Excerpt from The Aborigines of Australia The origin of this race is
difficult to trace; they seem to have no traditions, and, although the country abounds in gold, copper, and iron,
they never appear to have reached the metal implement age. Living principally on the chase, agriculture was
not carried on by them, and their only domestic animal was the dingo. There are no remains of architecture
amongst them; yet the same painted hand as is found in South America affords some faint trace of their
connection with that country. The language, however, furnishes some clue; the grammatical structure of all
Australian aboriginal dialects is the same. A few words show a connection with the Aryan rather than the
Turanian race, and are, in fact, allied, both in sound and meaning, to words used by nations deriving their
speech from the Sanscrit. Many examples may be given of the affinity of the aborigines language and those
spoken by the various Aryan nations. Possibly this may have been caused by the intercourse with Malays, who
from time to time visited the northern coast. The diversity of dialects of the Australian language is deemed to be
proof of their high antiquity as a race, as it is thought that a great length of time must have elapsed since they
had but one tongue. Their numbers arc small in proportion to the extent of the country, but this may have
arisen from the want of food, in the absence of any cultivation, although in a fine country with few hardships
from climate or other causes. Some may be descended from the Arabs who spread themselves beyond the
Indian Archipelago. From...
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