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South Carolina Historical Society; At Hibernian Hall, in Charleston, on Wednesday Evening, May 23, 1860 Mr.
President and Gentlemen: Although the human mind is an organism so nicely adjusted, that, | suppose, it would
be impossible to deprive it of even the least of its powers without crippling the whole intellectual man, yet of all
the faculties which compose its wonderful structure, | think there is no one so necessary to its healthful life, and
its vigorous action, as the power of memory. And this not only because without any memory at all, the
immediate and momentary perceptions of our senses would be the whole sum of human existence, and we
would stand upon a narrow strip of life, speechless, thoughtless, and almost soulless, while each passing
moment would draw behind us an impenetrable veil of oblivion, cutting us off from all knowledge of the past,
and, in consequence, from all expectation of the future, and leaving us the miserable slaves of accident and the
rudest mechanism of the senses; not only because without a vigorous memory, there could be no accurate
perception of differences, and therefore no analysis, and no correct comparison of ideas, and no clear
knowledge of their relations, and, therefore, no process of reasoning, and no swift deduction from premises to
conclusions; not only because, under the system of philosophy taught by the inductive science of modern times,
it is from the storehouse of a laborious experience, and a full and abundant memory, that we draw all that
wealth of knowledge which is the magnificent endowment of our age; but because memory enters...
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