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Paul Dry Books, Inc, United States, 2004. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 213 x 140 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Funny, poignant, sad and wistful This is a very fine bookabout a person, and a city, growing
up. Philadelphia Inquirer This delightful yet poignant memoir is highly recommended for both public and
academic libraries. Library Journal (starred review) The charming Hotel Kid is as luxurious as the lobby in a
five-star hotel. San Francisco Chronicle A Manhattan landmark for fifty years, the Taft in its heyday in the 1930s
and 40s was the largest hotel in midtown, famed for the big band in its basement restaurant and the view of
Times Square from its towers. As the son of the general manager, Stephen Lewis grew up in this legendary
hotel, living with his parents and younger brother in a suite overlooking the Roxy Theater. His engaging memoir
of his childhood captures the colorful, bustling atmosphere of the Taft, where his father, the best hotelman in
New York, ruled a staff of Damon Runyonesque house dicks, chambermaids, bellmen, and waiters, who made
sure that Stephen knew what to do with a swizzle stick by the time he was in the third grade.The star of this
memoir is Lewis s fast-talking, opinionated, imperious mother, who adapted so completely to hotel life that she
rarely left the Taft. Evelyn Lewis rang the front desk when she wanted to make a telephone call, ordered all the
family s meals from room service, and had her dresses sent over from Saks. During the Depression, the tough
kids from Hell s Kitchen who went to grade school with Stephen marveled at the lavish spreads his mother
offered her friends at lunch every day, and later even his wealthy classmates at Horace Mann-Lincoln were
impressed by...
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