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and conclusions on the health risks posed by dioxins compare with those of the World Health Organization; and
(3) the extent to which the draft dioxin reassessment report reflects the views of independent peer review panels
that reviewed key aspects of the reassessment. Also as agreed with your offices, our report provides
information on the relevant scientific issues but does not render an opinion on the scientific merits of the
reassessment. This report is based primarily on EPAs draft reassessment report dated October 2001, 3 which
EPA circulated for internal agency review, and on the two most recent peer reviews of key segments of the draft
reassessment in 2000. EPA derived its estimates of human dietary exposure to dioxins in the United States from
(1) various studies that chemically analyzed samples of 10 food types, (2) toxicity estimates of the various levels
of the individual 2 The National Academies consist of four organizations: the National Academy of Sciences, the
National Academy of Engineering, the Institute of Medicine, and the National Research Council. 3 The
September 2000 draft reassessment report is posted on EPAs Web page. While the October 2001 draft reflects a
number of revisions to the September 2000 version on the Web page in response to public and peer review
comments, the drafts are substantially the same. Results in Brief Page 3 GAO- 02- 515 Draft Reassessment of
Dioxins dioxins in these foods, and (3) estimates of the quantities of these foods consumed by Americans. To
develop more reliable national estimates of dietary exposure, EPA incorporated into its analysis some food
studies that were designed to be nationally representative. However,...
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