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contributions are well documented in Supporting the Troops: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the Persian
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take appropriate steps to bed down and sustain U.S. forces. The delayed flow of engineers and their equipment
into Southwest Asia directly affected the ability of the maneuver units to sustain themselves and operate
effectively. We are now moving toward a smaller, quality Army with rapidly deployable forces. There are fewer
engineer units than in 1990, and a larger proportion of the engineer force is in the reserve components. As the
active component force continues to shrink, we must insure that the reserve component engineer forces are
well trained and ready to deploy on short notice. During the Gulf War engineers provided the model for the
Total Army concept, successfully blending Active Army, Army National Guard, Army Reserve, and Department
of Defense civilian engineer capabilities. U.S. forces could not have succeeded in the Gulf without the assistance
of the reserve components and civilians. The force structure of today s Active Army does not include a number
of specialized engineer units needed to support a large-scale deployment. Nor do operational engineer units
have all the special expertise that can be found inthe U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. As Supporting the Troops...
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