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.compass. The compass consists of the compass card (Art. 44),
one or more magnetic needles firmly attached to the lower
surface of the card in a position parallel to the north and south
line, and a bowl with a pivot at its center upon which the card
turns--the whole being enclosed in the compass box. The angle
between the ship s fore-and-aft line and the magnetic needle
equals the arc between the north or south point on the
circumference of the card and the point of the latter which is
adjacent to a certain mark on the inner surface of the bowl
(such that this mark and the pivot of the card are in the same
plane with the ship s keel line). 54. Variation and deviation of
the compass. The variation of the compass at a place is the
angle through which the needle is...
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