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DAW. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Mass Market Paperback. 464 pages. Dimensions: 6.8in. x 4.2in. x
1.5in.Millennia ago, the planet Darkover, a cold world orbiting a giant red sun, was settled by a lost colony ship
from the Terran Federation. Alone on a new world, survivors interbred with the native chieri, psychically Giften
alien humanoids. The children of these matings were Gifted with telepathy and other psychic abilities, and their
descendants, the aristocratic Comyn, forged a civilization in which the arts of the mind were cultivated and
cherished. When the Terrans rediscovered Darkover, the seven Domains of Comyn struggeld to maintain their
unique culture and independence, often at a terrible price. More than once, assassins and environmental
saboteurs from the Terran Empire attempted to bring Darkover to its knees and erode the native culture for the
benefit of the Federation -- seing Darkover as nothing more than a port of call for Terran military and trade.
Eventually, a vicious interstellar war forced Federation forces to withdraw from Darkover, but Darkovans knew
that it was only a matter of time before they would return. Prince Garth Elhalyn has grown up in the shadow of
his legendary grandfather, Regis Hastur, one of the greatest leaders Darkover has ever known. But he is also
haunted by fear of the insanity that is prevalent in his Elhalyn family line. His world has become an unbearable
counterpoint of meaningless aristocratic frivoloty and dangerous political schemes -- plots in which powerful
lords attmept to use him to further their own ambitions. He tries his best to better himself through the study of
languages, swordplay, and training his psychic laran with his grandmother, Linnea Storn-Hastur, Keeper of
Comyn Tower. But Gareth cannot stop dreaming about a future without fame or family. In a desperate attempt
to remove himself...
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