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indexed. Not illustrated. 1794 Excerpt: the rector and ten vestrymen; the latter are elected annually by the
freeholders. Besides their power of assessing and appropriating taxes, they appoint way-wardens, and allot
labourers for the repair of the publick highways. They likewise nominate proper persons, who are called
collecting constables, for the collection both of the publick and parochial taxes. The supreme court of
judicature for the whole island (commonly called the Grand Court, as possessing similar jurisdiction in this
country to that of the several courts of King s Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, in Great Britain) is held in
the town of St. Jago-de-la-Vega, the capital of the country of Middlesex, on the last Tuesday of each of the
months of February, May, August, and November, in every year. In this. court, the chief justice of the island
presides, whose salary is only T. 120, but the perquisites arising from the office make it worth about . 3,000 per
annum. The assistant judges are gentlemen of the island, commonly planters, who receive neither salary nor
reward of any kind for their attendance. Three judges must be present to constitute a court j and each term is
limited in duration to three weeks. From this court, if the matter in dispute in a civil action be for a sum of . 300
sterling, or upwards, an appeal lies to the governor and council, as a court of Vol. I. E c error; B O O JC orror. if
sentence of death...
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