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Fourth of July, 1856 Fellow Citizens of the United States of America! That is the proudest title for Americans on
this eightieth birthday of our National Independence. Shall we surrender, or shall we maintain that title? July,
4th, 1770, our Fathers declared the then thirteen colonies Free and Independent States. Eleven years aIer,
Sept.17, 1787, to form a more perfect Union, they ordained and established this Constitution for the United
States of America. Mark that expansive word for. For the United States of America, for ourselves and our
posterity. White men of Saxon blood, white men of foreign and native birth ordained that Constitution; not to
interfere with domestic slavery, not for the African race, but for themselves and for us their posterity. Those
words for the United States of America, and those other words new States may he admitted, made that
Constitution then, just what the Democratic party North and South hold it to-day a Constitution for the thirty-
one States now in this Union, and for all coming States, so long as there is territory on this Continent to annex
or a people fitted to be admitted into the Union. That was what our Fathers meant in their expansive and
prophetic statesmanship, by the significant appellations Continental Congress, Continental army, Continental
money. Think you they were narrowed in their conceptions of Republican Government to the thirteen Colonies
then forming the little margin of States on our Atlantic coast, over which you can span your thumb...
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