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Customer Servicel Summary: "I have known and admired Jeff Ashe for almost forty years. | consider him--
along with Muhammad Yunus--one of the most innovative practitioners of the global microfinance movement.
He was my principal mentor in developing the methodology of Village Banking. When in the year 2030 the world
celebrates the end of severe poverty on our planet, Jeff''s tireless efforts to promote rural savings groups will be
heralded as the single most effective, bottom-up strategy for "leaving nobody behind." And for the next
generation of microfinance practitioners, In Their Own Hands will be justly recognized as the best end-poverty
textbook ever written." --John Hatch, founder of FINCA International and cofounder of the Microcredit Summit
"Sometimes the most powerful ideas are the simplest. This book shows how a simple way for communities to
accumulate savings has taken off--with no new technology nor costly microfinance infrastructure. In Their Own
Hands turns upside down the most common assumptions about what poor households need and can
accomplish." --Jonathan Morduch, Professor of Public Policy and Economics, Robert F. Wagner Graduate
School of Public Service, New York University "Microfinance is significantly more effective than most global
poverty alleviation efforts. Successes in Latin America and Bangladesh caused social entrepreneurs to try to
apply its lessons to support low-income entrepreneurs in the United States. This book documents ways to make
capital even more accessible than traditional microcredit by building entirely on the capacities of local
community leaders." ?--Mary Houghton, cofounder of ShoreBank Corporation ?"Most books on community
finance are either anthologies or manuals. This one is neither. A radical departure from other works in the field,
In Their Own Hands traces the long sweep of financial empowerment via histories viewed through the single...
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