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Army of Northern Virginia made Atlanta all the more important. The people of Atlanta clearly identified their
own role in the struggle, as the Atlanta Daily Appeal noted, The greatest battle of the war will probably be
fought in the immediate vicinity of Atlanta. Its results determines that of the pending Northern Presidential
election. If we are victorious the Peace party will triumph; Lincoln s Administration is a failure, and peace and
Southern independence are the immediate results. It would fall upon Sherman s forces in the West to deliver the
necessary...
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