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paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1, 3, http:
www. uni-jena. de (Institut fr AnglistikAmerikanistik), course: Local and Global Varieties of English, 15 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, comment: This could easily have been a grade 1. 0, if the practical analysis
would have included some more instantiations of relevant vowels as well as an analysis of the various
realizations of ai in the entire reading passage. , abstract: The paper analyzes the Scottish Standard English
vowel and diphthong system and especially the application of Aitkens law and vowel lengthening before
postvocalic r. The paper includes a brief history of the development of SSE, a detailed discussion of the SSE
vowel and diphthong system, the analysis of speakers of SSE (using words from Wells lexical set), and a
discussion of vowel lengthening in SSE. Scotland is a region where language experienced many changes in the
historical development. A standard form of English has only been spoken there for roughly three centuries.
Before English was established Celtic languages such as Gaelic and Old Norse were spoken in most of todays
Scotland. From the 14th century onwards a form of English deriving from a northern English accent was
established in Scotland. This form was called Scots. Gaelic and Scots both survived until today. Especially Scots
had a big influence on what today is called Scottish Standard English. Due to all the diGerent historical
developments and influences and a strong national consciousness and awareness the Scottish form of
Standard English, which is pronounced with a Scottish accent and retained a few scotticisms in vocabulary
(Wells 1995: 394), has attained a status quite unique amongst the English varieties....
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