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President willingly accepts it as true. Only Imperial or despotic Governments could subjugate thoroughly
disaffected and insurrectionary members of the State. The Federal Republican system of ours is, of all forms of
government, the very one which is most unfitted for such a labor. Happily, however, this is only an imaginary
defect. - The system has, within itself, adequate, peaceful, conservative, and recuperative forces. Firmness on
the part of the Government in maintaining and preserving the public institutions and property, and in executing
the laws where authority can be exercised without waging war, combined with such measures of justice,
moderation, and forbearance, as will disarm reasoning opposition, will be sufficient to secure the public safety
until returning reflection, concurring with the fearful experience of social evils, the inevitable fruits of faction,
shall bring the recusant members cheerfully back into the family, which, after all, must prove their best and
happiest, as it undeniably is their most natural home. Keeping that remedy steadily in view, the President, on
the one hand, will not suffer the Federal authority to fall into abeyance, nor will he, on the other, aggravate
existing evils by attempts at coercion, which must assume the form of direct war against any of the
insurrectionary States. You will rather prove, as you easily can, by comparing the history of our country with
that of other States, that its Constitution and Government are really the strongest and surest which have ever
been erected for the safety of any people. The state of affairs was simply this: The principles and policy of the
dominant element in the...
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