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Operational readiness. Excerpt: . . ., this is the third year of hearings on current unit readiness. During this time,
weve achieved success in Iraq, meeting our goal of an orderly drawdown and transfer of security
responsibilities to a democratically elected government of Iraq. The drawdown in Iraq has allowed us to surge
forces and resources in Afghanistan in order to establish stability in a country that, for years, served as a
training ground for terrorists. By this August, we plan to reduce U. S. force levels in Iraq to 50, 000. In
Afghanistan, were surging 30, 000 troops over the same period of time. The Marine Corps has completed its
withdrawal from Iraq and is now deploying roughly 8, 000 of the 30, 000 additional troops to support increased
combat operations in Afghanistan, bringing the Corps troop level in there to about 19, 400. This combined
logistical movement is the largest effort since World War Il. Id like to hear from each of our witnesses today how
this rapid redeployment of forces impacts personnel and equipment readiness, particularly our readiness of
nondeployed units at home. What concerns me is our ability to respond to the next challenge; in other words,
our strategic depth. Our Nation expects that our fighting force in all Services has been the best equipped and
trained to provide to our most precious resources, the young men and women who choose freely to serve in
our military. For them to be consistently ready, we need to look further than those fateful days of September 11,
when attacks here, on our Nation, called for an immediate...
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