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Coalition. All the PRTs are connected to the Coalition headquarters - the International Security Assistance Force
( ISAF). U. S. -led PRTs field 60 - 100 personnel. U. S. Army or Marine officers commanded the first PRTs. This
was an added burden upon these overly committed services. Consequently, today, commanders come from the
U. S. Navy or Air Force. These are not throwaways. For the Navy, they are the cream of the crop: post-
command or command-selected officers who have already or who will go on to command a ship or squadron
of aircraft; the peers of the Army and Marine Corps battalion commanders. In addition to a skeleton military
staff (intelligence officer, operations officer, supply officer, etc. ), most PRTs have two engineers, three to eight
U. S. Army civil affairs officers, and a platoon of about 40 U. S. Army National Guardsmen. The Navy and Air
Force commanders arrived in 2006 as did the two engineers, leading to better-led and more capable PRTs.
Finally, a civilian representative from the Department of State, USAID, and the Department of Agriculture (
USDA ) are assigned to every PRT, though oftentimes all three will not be present. They are co-equal to the
commander, rather than his subordinates. Ten of the 12 U. S. PRTs fall under the command of a U. S. brigade
commander. The brigade, in turn, falls under Regional Command East, a U. S. divisional command. Today that
division is the 101st Airborne; in 2007 - 08 it was the 82nd...
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