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University Press of Kansas. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Religious Freedom and Indian Rights:
The Case of Oregon v. Smith, Carolyn N. Long, The Supreme Court's controversial decision in Oregon v. Smith
sharply departed from previous expansive readings of the First Amendment's religious freedom clause and
ignited a firestorm of protest from legal scholars, religious groups, legislators, and Native Americans. Carolyn
Long provides the first book-length analysis of Smith and shows why it continues to resonate so deeply in the
American psyche. In 1983, Klamath Indian Alfred Smith and his co-worker Galen Black were fired as counselors
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ceremony of the Native American Church. Both were subsequently denied unemployment benefits, which the
State of Oregon claimed was permissible under its police powers and necessary in its eEort to eradicate drug
abuse. But Smith and Black argued that the denial of unemployment benefits constituted an infringement of
their religious freedom and took their cases to court. Long traces the tortuous path that Smith followed as it
went from state courts to the Supreme Court and then back again for a second round of hearings. A major
event in Native American history, the case attracted widespread support for the Indian cause from a diverse
array of religious groups eager to protect their own religious freedom. It also led to an intense tug-of-war
between the Court and Congress, which fought back with amendments to the American Indian Religious
Freedom Act (to protect the religious use of peyote) and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993, which
protected religious freedom for all Americans. The Court subsequently ruled the latter act unconstitutional in
"Boerne v. Flores" (1997). Long provides a lucid and balanced view of the competing sides...
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