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THE SAKTAS: AN INTRODUCTION AND COMPARATIVE STUDY

Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, India, 1997. Hardbound. Book Condition: New. Dust
Jacket Condition: New. Reprint. The chief characteristics of Saktism are the idea of the Deity as Destroyer, its
conception of God as Mother, and its attention to ceremonial. Each of these features can be paralleled in other
forms of Hinduism, but nowhere are they so combined and emphasized as in this sect. The Saktas are the
followers of Sakti, which means energy-the active principle in the universe and which is personified as a
goddess. From the primordial Sakti every other form of activity proceeds. Under many di@erent names it is
worshipped as Devi or the Mother. The present work attempts to describe the sect, and outline its practices;
consider the rise of Sakta ideas in the religious literature of Hinduism; and indicate some possible causes of its
popularity, and the origin of some of its beliefs. The author tries to convince that Saktism is not just about awe,
dread and propitiation but love and tenderness are also its characteristics. Printed Pages: 165. Size: 13 Cms x 19
Cms.
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