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indexed. Not illustrated. 1889 Excerpt: .purposes; such as colleges, academies, museums, churches. Such
institutions are indirectly carrying out the very purpose for which the Government itself is established. It is, of
course, admitted that the best school for a child in his younger years is a good home. But there are many who
have no home, and there are more whose homes are not good schools. For these, schools must be established,
public or private. Private schools alone can not be depended.upon; many parents can not aEord to pay tuition,
yet are unwilling to accept it as a charity; many parents also neglect to send their children, and the state can
hardly compel children to attend schools in which it has no right to compel admission. It thus becomes, in a
republican government, an absolute necessity to have public schools, and to compel the attendance of pupils
who do not attend private schools. Furthermore, it is the duty of the state to inspect the private schools and to
require that the education given in them shall be such as to prepare the pupils for the duties of citizenship. No
education fits a child to become a citizen if it does not teach him to reverence the rights of others, to do justice
and to love mercy. And the experience of all nations, in all ages, shows that this can be taught to men, in
general, only by leading them to recognize higher powers than human; in short, by teaching them, in...
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