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Wendy Beckett, Sister Wendy Beckett is one of the best-known art historians in the world today. In "Joy Lasts",
she explores her reactions to a painting that she finds uniquely compelling: the haunting Christ on the Cross by
El Greco. As she candidly admits, "I have always had a difficulty in talking about religious art." This surprising
admission leads her to examine the very nature of religious and spiritual art, which, Sister Wendy argues, are
not at all the same things. In the course of her discussion, she takes a careful look at fourteen works by artists
ranging from anonymous medieval masters to Paul Cezanne, in whose still life's she finds the expression of a
deep spirituality. The art of Correggio, Rubens, Millet, and others helps Sister Wendy arrive at a new
understanding of just why it is that this particular El Greco painting speaks to her so profoundly. "Joy Lasts" is
a remarkable personal statement from one of the best-loved contemporary guides to the meaning and
experience of art. Sister Wendy Beckett is internationally known for her books and televised art series.
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