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Literature Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,7, University of Münster (Englisches Seminar), course: Phraseology,
language: English, abstract: In this paper, the representations of death and dying will be analyzed on the basis
of authentic material. Specific terminology used by society when addressing this field of topic will be detected
and evaluated. In the following paper, the novel 'The House of God' will be scanned for representations of that
terminology through concordance soHware. The reflection of publicly used terminology within the novel will to
a certain extend show the special relevance of death in the hospital setting and in how far death diIers from
normality in this field. Furthermore it will allow to draw conclusions on how the characters feel towards this
topic and to which extend the novel depicts the hospital and the behavior of those who work in it as inhuman
and deviating from what is regarded to be the social norm. Healthcare professionals working in the hospital
setting are in the first line concerned with the medical condition of their patients. Moreover, they are trained to
master and to alter nearly every possible medical condition they find a patient in and change it for the better.
While the aim of every hospital treatment is to cure diseases and to treat injuries until the patients discharge
from the institution, the death of a patient counteracts this aim. Where the condition of nearly every disease
can be altered or, in the light of a growing number of chronic diseases at least be transformed to a resilient
state, death is the ultimate end of these endeavors....
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