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Pocket Books, 1995. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Pocket Books 1995 New/ Editorial Reviews From This
novel from the author of Daddy Was a Numbers Runner portrays a slave's escape from Charleston, S.C., during
the Civil War. 1995 From School YA-A marvelous Civil War story told from an African American point of view. Set
in South Carolina in 1861, the tale centers around Peter Mango, a slave who has been trained as a navigator.
During the shelling of the forts, Peter, along with a small group of slaves, pilots a gunboat out of the Charleston
harbor directly toward the Union forces. He continues to pilot this vessel for the Union Army. He also travels to
Washington to add his voice to those trying to persuade the authorities to allow blacks to fight against the
Confederacy. As the years pass, he becomes a successful riverboat captain and buys his former master's home.
Furthermore, he becomes a delegate to the Freedman's Convention and helps to define the constitutional issues
for South Carolina. Based on the life of Robert Small, this novel portrays one man's struggle, the emotional
impact of slavery, and the determination to beat all costs. Packed with historical facts, it shows how economic,
social, and political forces effected the characters' lives. The story is predictable and some of the characters are
underdeveloped, but the inclusion of many little-known details of the contributions of African Americans during
this time period make it a fascinating read.Pat Royal, Crossland High School, Camp Springs, MD 1994.
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