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. Brand New Book. With over ten million albums sold and multiple Grammy nominations, the hard rock band
Godsmack has become one of the most successful groups of the last decade. The band s driving beats and
searing lyrics have garnered widespread acclaim, while their well-known work ethic has earned the industry s
respect. Fans who attend Godsmack concerts are sure to be rewarded with a fiercely energetic show. The force
behind the band comes largely from founder and front man Sully Erna. Onstage, growling into the microphone
with characteristic intensity, he appears perfectly at home, and it s no wonder. Erna has been immersed in the
world of rock ever since he got his first drum set at the age of five. Given his achievements, that early start
might suggest that his career was a straight shot to the top. The truth is, Erna took so many detours during the
years between his first drums and Godsmack s first contract that, more than once, he nearly forgot his
destination. In The Paths We Choose, he relates the turbulent story of his life before the platinum albums and
packed arenas. The Lawrence I remember was full of murderers, thieves, and rapists and half the time those
people were your next-door neighbors, Erna writes of his childhood hometown in the gritty Boston suburbs.
Although the danger of the streets was a constant reality, young Sully s world really revolved around music.
From the day he convinced his mom to pay for drum lessons, beating the skins was all he ever wanted to do. As
he grew older, Erna began devoting all his energy to one band aIer another. Life as a marginally-successful
(and sometimes downright...
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