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Jewish emancipation in Russia was a lengthy and diFicult process, which was also accompanied by the trends
towards gradual modernization, secularization, industrialization and urbanization. In 1917, these processes
finally led to the quick transformation of authoritarian monarchy to liberal democracy and then to socialist
republic. Many previously oppressed social groups (among them Jews) were legally and socially emancipated
in this turbulent period. In Soviet historiography Jewish emancipation in Russia was considered complete and
unequivocal, but Western scholars had more freedom to notice 'the ambiguities of liberation' and the
contradiction between 'anti-Semitism as an oFicial policy' and 'one of the hallowed tenets of Marxist socialism
which recognized neither Jew, Moslem, nor Christian but only classes and class interests'. In recent decades, the
situation in Russia changed, and some historians (the most notable among them is Gennadii V. Kostyrchenko)
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case-study approach and analyze various materials documenting the life of Soviet Jewish psychiatrist...
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