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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Monograph
of the East American Scaphopod Mollusks During the latter
part of the eighteenth and the first quarter of the nineteenth
century many species of the abundant shallow water mollusks
of the western Atlantic, especially of the larger and more
conspicuous Antillean forms, were described by European
naturalists. Between 1820 and 1840 several American
naturalists notably Conrad and Say, added a number of
species to the American list, their material coming mostly from
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States. At that time
there had been little or no dredging done, nor, indeed, had any
attempt been made at systematic, much less intensive,
collecting. Only those easily acquired mollusks were known
that lived either in the shallow water of bays or that had been
cast upon exposed beaches. As the American Scaphopods live
below tidal range and are rarely found upon beaches they
almost wholly escaped the notice of the earlier collectors. A few
Dentalia, probably from Antillean beaches, had, however,
found place in foreign collections and were described in the
careless...
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