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Original publisher: Washington : U. S. G. P. O. , 2009. LC Number: KF27 . I5 2009 OCLC Number:
(OCoL()318339399 Subject: Offshore oil well drilling -- Environmental aspects -- United States. Excerpt: ... 11 In
addition, more offshore drilling contributes to climate change by continuing our reliance on fossil fuels without
creating a sustainable plan for the future. Addition-ally, as our oceans absorb carbon dioxide from the air, our
oceans become more acidic. This ocean acidification could drastically change life as we know it. Our cor-als
are already at risk. Additionally, the base of the food web may collapse due to the inability to create their shells
in a more acidic ocean. Scientists estimate that the Southern Oceans could reach the tipping point as early as
2030. The collapse of the food web would be catastrophic for our oceans, our fisheries and everyone that
depends on them for food and jobs. Despite these risks to the oceans, it is hard to imagine why the perceived
demand for expanded offshore drilling is so strong. The oil companies are asking Americans to take 100 of the
risk for just a fraction of any benefits. In fact, even at peak production, the U. S. Energy Information
Administration admits that increased off-shore drilling would account for less than 1 of the current energy
demand in the U. S. It would amount to merely pennies in savings at the gas pump. We should be thinking of
our oceans as part of the solution to our nations energy problems. Instead of offshore drilling, America needs
science-based, precautionary management for our oceans. Our energy policies should fit within a consistent
blue-print in which expanded conservation and improved energy efficiency are paired...
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